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Rolling hills cover 
most of the 
Grassland Region, 
although the area 
between Moose 
Jaw and Winnipeg 
really is flat. 

Hikers on this tract 
of grassland near 
Medicine Hat, AB, 
have no need for 
trails, just keen 
eyes to avoid the 
prickly pear 
cactus.

Over a hundred species of 
wildflower carpet the 
grassland. Different kinds 
bloom every week from late 
April to September.





Bison, one of the keystone species of our grassland, support many other 
species of plants and animals. For example, in winter, they push the 
snow aside with their heads to find grass. These openings also enable 
pronghorn to feed.

Similarly, beaver create 
habitat for many water-
loving plants and 
animals. By holding water 
back, beaver dams 
enable shrubs to thrive. 
Before trapping reduced 
their numbers, beaver 
inhabited every stream 
on the grassland, These  
ribbons of green within 
the sometimes very dry 
prairie were critical 
sources for water for local 
wildlife and migrating 
birds alike.



Brilliantly 
coloured 
chokecherry, 
saskatoon and 
willow shrubs 
decorate this 
beaver-
inhabited 
watercourse, in 
contrast with 
the dry uplands 
in the distance.

Pronghorn, with their delicate legs for swift running, depend on 
larger animals like bison or cattle to break the crusty snow.



Blackfoot, Plains Cree and Metis peoples celebrate their culture 
in colourful pow-wows. The public is encouraged to attend these 
events, although some more religious rituals are private.

Many towns, both 
large and small, 
have annual rodeos, 
where traditional 
ranching activities 
have been 
formalized to 
become scored 
competitions.



The Milk River, shown here, occupies the largest of the 
many valleys scoured by torrents of meltwater pouring 
off the retreating glaciers about 12,000 years ago.

Further Information

Check these sources to learn more about Canada’s 
Grassland Region:

	 - Grassland National Park

	 - Blackfoot Crossing Historical Park

	 - Prairie Conservation Forum (Alberta)

	 - Saskatchewan Prairie Conservation Action Plan

	 - Dinosaur Provincial Park

	 - Writing-On-Stone Provincial Park

Main Settlements

Calgary

Lethbridge

Medicine Hat

Moose Jaw

Regina

Major Land Uses

Cattle ranching

Grain farming - wheat, canola

Irrigation farming - hay, sugar beets, corn

Oil and gas

Renewable energy - wind and solar power

Potash

Aboriginal Peoples

Treaty 2 - Cree

Treaty 4 - Cree and Saulteaux

Treaty 6 - Plains and Wood Cree

Treaty 7 - Blackfoot

	 (Piikani, Siksika, Kainai)



Most of the world’s potash comes from south-
central Saskatchewan. This fertilizer supports 
much of the world’s agriculture.


The industrial processing plants contrast with 
the surrounding wheat and canola fields.

The flat grassland typical of areas east of Moose Jaw (foreground) 
contrasts with the more rolling topography to the west. The change is 
often quite distinct, as shown here, and is known as the Missouri Coteau.


